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		Almost 20,000 Canadians Sign Petition  Against Anti-Abortion Motion
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Motion seeks to classify fetuses as legal persons and then re-criminalize abortion




NATIONAL — An online petition started by the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada against Motion 312 has garnered nearly 20,000 signatures, and is being couriered to Ottawa today. http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/oppose-motion-312-rejetez-motion-312.html ARCC’s members and supporters have also sent in thousands of hand-signed paper petitions against the motion, which have been officially presented in Parliament.




Motion M-312, introduced by Conservative MP Stephen Woodworth, asks Parliament to form a committee that would examine the current definition of “human being” in the Criminal Code and decide whether it should include fetuses. The motion had its second hour of debate on Sept 22 and will be voted on in Parliament on Wed Sep 26.




“The goal of the motion is to re-classify fetuses as legal persons so that abortion can then be re-criminalized. The anti-choice movement has made that goal crystal clear over the last few months,” said Joyce Arthur, Executive Director of the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (ARCC). “Fetal personhood would also restrict the rights of all pregnant women.”




““Our online petition got far more support than a competing anti-abortion petition in favour of the motion,” said Arthur. “Most Canadians are pro-choice and do not want Parliament debating once again whether a woman has the right to choose abortion.”




“Many petition signers expressed their disgust and outrage that women’s basic human rights are still up for debate in the 21st century, 25 years after the issue was settled by the Supreme Court of Canada in the January 28, 1988 Morgentaler decision,” said Julie Lalonde, an ARCC spokesperson based in Ottawa.




ARCC is calling on all Members of Parliament to oppose the motion by voting No on Wednesday. “We need to crush Motion 312 and send it back to hellhole it came from,” said Lalonde.




#####




ARCC’s “Crush Motion 312” campaign: http://www.arcc-cdac.ca/action/crush-motion-312.html ARCC’s counter arguments against Motion 312: http://www.arcc-cdac.ca/action/M-312.html  




Contact:




	Joyce Arthur	Executive Director, ARCC-CDAC, Vancouver	604-351-0867
	Dr. Suzanne Newman	Abortion provider, Women’s Hospital, Health Sciences Centre, Winnipeg	204-477-1887
	Carolyn Egan	Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics, Toronto	416-806-7985
	Peggy Cooke	ARCC-CDAC, Toronto	416-709-1457
	Julie Lalonde
(parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Ottawa	613-301-2697
	Patrice Powers
(parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Montreal	514-486-6376
	Josie Baker	PEI Abortion Rights Network, Charlottetown	902-368-7337
	Christopher Kaposy, PhD	Ethicist, Memorial University, St. Johns NL	709-777-2338 (w)
	Tara Paterson (student/youth issues)	Synergy Coordinator, Victoria http://arccsynergy.wordpress.com  	250-893-4158
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	Email: info@arcc-cdac.ca

Mailing Address:

ARCC-CDAC

PO Box 2663 Station Main

Vancouver, BC  V6B 3W3
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		The Access Line
	

	




	
		
	by Action Canada for Sexual Health & Rights

For confidential information about abortion services or counselling centres, email, text, or call toll-free from anywhere within Canada.

Call: 1-888-642-2725 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Text: 613-800-6757 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Email: access@actioncanadashr.org
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