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		Anti-choice MP Rachael Harder “Unqualified and Unfit”  to be Chair of Status of Women Committee
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NATIONAL – Conservative MP Rachael Harder (Lethbridge) has been nominated as Chair of the Standing Committee on the Status of Women (FEWO) despite the fact that she is strongly anti-abortion.




“Being anti-choice should be an automatic disqualification for the position of Chair on the Status of Women Committee,” said Joyce Arthur, Executive Director of the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (ARCC). “Harder’s outspoken stance against reproductive rights is incompatible with Status of Women Canada’s key mandate to promote equality for women and their full participation in society. Reproductive rights are fundamental to women’s equality because most women cannot participate fully in public life unless they can control their fertility.”




Harder is “unqualified and unfit” for the position of FEWO Chair, said Kathy Dawson, an Alberta spokesperson for ARCC. “Harder tried to hide behind the Conservative policy to not ‘re-open the abortion debate’, but she herself co-sponsored a private member’s bill last year that would have given rights to fetuses, and in 2014, she promised a national anti-choice group that she would try to introduce and pass anti-choice laws and policies to protect the ‘unborn’. She also provides Canada Summer Jobs grants to anti-choice groups in her riding – over $17,000 since 2015.”




“Harder’s strong and passionate anti-choice views could affect her priorities and decisions at the FEWO committee and when reporting in Parliament on the Committee’s work,” said Arthur. “We fear that her presence as Chair could create a serious chill effect on any Status of Women work or funding that relates to sexual and reproductive rights and health for women and transgender people.” Arthur suggested that since the Conservative Party has the right to nominate the FEWO Chair, perhaps they should appoint pro-choice MPs to the Committee instead, like Lisa Raitt or Michelle Rempel.




“We ask the Liberal members of the FEWO Committee to oppose Harder’s nomination,” said Dawson. “Further, if she is appointed Chair, we ask all FEWO members to monitor her performance and object to any attempts to impose her conservative and anti-choice views on the committee’s work, or the work of Status of Women Canada.”




Please see ARCC’s research paper: “Rachael Harder’s Public Position on Abortion”: http://www.arcc-cdac.ca/action/Rachael-Harder-position-abortion.pdf




Media Contacts:




	Joyce Arthur	Executive Director / Directrice générale, ARCC-CDAC, Vancouver	joyce@arcc-cdac.ca	604-351-0867
	Kathy Dawson	Alberta Pro-Choice Coalition, Edmonton	kathy@arcc-cdac.ca	780-914-4695
	Carolyn Egan	Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics, Toronto	c.egan@sympatico.ca	416-806-7985
	Julie Lalonde
(parle français)	ARCC-CDAC, Ottawa	julie.s.lalonde@gmail.com	613-301-2697
	Christopher Kaposy, PhD	Ethicist, Memorial University / Éthicien, Université Memorial, St. Johns NL / T.-N.	christopher.kaposy@med.mun.ca	709-864-3375
(w / bur.)
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	Email: info@arcc-cdac.ca

Mailing Address:

ARCC-CDAC

PO Box 2663 Station Main

Vancouver, BC  V6B 3W3
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		The Access Line
	

	




	
		
	by Action Canada for Sexual Health & Rights

For confidential information about abortion services or counselling centres, email, text, or call toll-free from anywhere within Canada.

Call: 1-888-642-2725 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Text: 613-800-6757 (9AM-9PM Eastern)

Email: access@actioncanadashr.org
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