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Dr. Henry Morgentaler:
“A True Canadian Hero Who Saved Countless Lives”
NATIONAL – Pro-choice people across the country are in deep mourning after the
announcement of the death of Dr. Henry Morgentaler. The 90-year old retired doctor died
peacefully at his Toronto home earlier this morning after a short illness.
“We are extremely saddened to hear of Henry’s passing and wish to express our deepest
sympathies to his wife Arlene, Henry’s children, and the rest of his family and close friends,”
said Joyce Arthur, Executive Director of the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada.
“He was a true Canadian hero who saved countless lives,” Arthur said. “He devoted most of his
life – at great personal sacrifice to himself – to securing a fundamental human right for women –
the right to direct their own lives and destiny by controlling their fertility and bodies. Access to
safe and legal abortion has reaped many benefits for Canadian women and society.”
“We will be forever grateful to Dr. Morgentaler for his wonderful courage and compassion, and
the love and respect he showed to women throughout his life,” said Arthur, adding: “We will
miss him terribly. But we vow to honour his memory and his life’s work by striving to improve
women’s access to abortion services in Canada and reduce stigma.”
Dr. Morgentaler was the key figure in the battle to repeal Canada’s restrictive abortion law,
culminating in a court victory on January 28, 1988, when the Supreme Court of Canada stuck
down the law in its entirety. That case became known as the “Morgentaler decision” and today
stands as one of Canada’s strongest legal precedents for the advancement of human rights. In
honour of the 25th anniversary of that historic decision, the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada
dedicated a website in January to the anniversary and to Dr. Morgentaler’s life:
www.morgentaler25years.ca.
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Contact persons:
Joyce Arthur
Dr. Suzanne Newman
Carolyn Egan
Peggy Cooke
Julie Lalonde
(parle français)
Patrice Powers
(parle français)
Josie Baker
Christopher Kaposy, PhD
Tara Paterson
(student/youth issues)

Executive Director, ARCC-CDAC, Vancouver
Abortion provider, Women's Hospital, Health
Sciences Centre, Winnipeg
Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics, Toronto
ARCC-CDAC, Toronto
ARCC-CDAC, Ottawa

604-351-0867
204-477-1887
416-806-7985
416-709-1457
613-301-2697

ARCC-CDAC, Montreal

514-486-6376

PEI Abortion Rights Network, Charlottetown
Ethicist, Memorial University, St. Johns NL
Synergy Coordinator, Victoria
http://arccsynergy.wordpress.com

902-368-7337
709-777-2338 (w)
250-893-4158
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